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In recent days, and in alignment with the events following the September-11
attack, we witnessed that some European press have insulted the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH). Affront on the sanctities of the followers of other
religions and on the prophets of God is in no way attuned to the notion of
loving freedom, and is against the ethics and principles of Human Rights
and freedom of expression. The publication of the offensive drawings of the
prophet of Islam (PBUH) in the Danish newspaper, and its reappearance in
other European media in the name of defending the freedom of the press,
are an affront on the beliefs of over one and a half billion Muslims
throughout the globe. Such actions, more than being in accord with the
expansion of the freedom of expression, are more in line with curtailing it
and are in contrast to the declared principles of human rights, which
include respect for fellow-humans' beliefs. Any insult to the prophet of
Islam or the sanctities of other religions is another step in the direction of
terror and darkness, which further shuts the door to dialogue and
understanding. Today, more than pouring fuel on the fire of vengeance and
hatred, we need to appeal for peace and dialogue among religions and
civilizations. The world does not need clash of civilizations and cultures.

We, the undersigning, are of the opinion that the behavior of those
European media in such cases has no bearing on the freedom of thought
and expression, and is an act of insult and blame rooted in the
contemporary developments in the Muslim world. In recent years, and
along with the rise of Islam, some Western countries have displayed
apprehension toward the trend. The victory of Hamas in Palestine, the Shia
in Iraq, the Islamists in Afghanistan, and the growth of Islamic
organizations in Europe and America have heightened the concern of many
Westerners. The publication of the offensive drawings, thus, seems to have
been motivated by this anger toward the rise of Islam throughout the world.

For years, Orientalist academics have been analyzing and critiquing Islamic
thoughts and canons in university environments, and Muslim scholars have
been presenting their ideas and responses. However, the recent
incitements appear to be entirely motivated by politics and are aimed to
provoke vindictive reactions. Some deliberately have attempted to take
advantage of the predictable behavior and reaction of some fanatic, violent



Muslims to prepare the ground for and justify a confrontation between
Islam and the West. Yet the era of clash of civilizations and cultures is
passé. Our present world, more than ever, is in need of dialogue amongst
civilizations and cultures. Those, who are afraid of thoughtful, peaceful
dialogues among religions in the contemporary world, are attempting to
hinder this progressing process through such plots.

Accordingly, it is incumbent upon all Muslims, freedom lovers,
and defenders of human rights all over the world to react
appropriately and wisely in order to prevent any further
deepening of the feeling of vengeance and hatred, and to
undercut the environment for the growth of extremism. Those
who speak on behalf of religions should also separate their rank
from that of the provocateurs and fanatic fundamentalists, and
should not make statements that would provide others with the
pretext to offend religious sanctities.
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